Instrumental lessons at Bramhope Primary School


Within the classroom, our primary intent is to teach children to become readers, writers, and mathematicians. However, our curriculum is broad, and we want to inspire children to begin to think and act as artists, geographers, musicians, scientists, designers, historians, linguists, sportsmen and women.   

At Bramhope Primary School, over 100 pupils are learning to play a musical instrument. Weekly lessons are provided by tutors from Prince Henry’s Grammar School and Roundhay Music Centre. Learning to play a musical instrument takes time and patience. However, it is also extremely rewarding, and the benefits can impact all areas of your child’s learning. 

Benefits of learning a musical instrument 
Enhances coordination. The art of playing an instrument requires a lot of hand-eye coordination. By reading musical notes on a page, your brain subconsciously must convert that note into specific motor patterns while also adding breathing and rhythm to the mix.
[bookmark: _Int_50hvIMFs]Increases responsibility. In addition to looking after your instrument, there are other aspects such as remembering to take your instrument to and from school, remembering lesson times and most importantly, making time to practice. 
Develops time management and organizational skills. Learning how to play an instrument requires you to be organised and to manage your time wisely. You will not make progress if you do not practice regularly and frequently, outside of your lesson time.
Creates a sense of achievement. When you first start learning how to play an instrument, it seems like just holding a note for a couple of beats or hitting a high pitch is an amazing accomplishment. As you practice and become a more experienced musician, you will be amazed what you can achieve!
Promotes social skills.  Initially, you will learn in a group with two or three other people. Towards the end of primary school or when you go to secondary school, you might choose to join a band or play with an orchestra. You might even go on a residential visit or a tour with them. It is common for people to gain lifelong friendships through musical activities like these. 
Teaches discipline and perseverance. Playing an instrument can be challenging. Practicing often and working on the harder sections requires discipline. The best musicians in the world are masters of discipline which is why they are so successful on their instrument. 
Broadens cultural horizons. When you start playing a musical instrument, you learn a variety of music types such as classical traditions, folk music or jazz. Music itself is history, and each piece usually has its own background and storyline that can develop an appreciation of other cultures.
Develops self-confidence. The more you get up in front of people and perform, the more you will reduce any stage fright. At Bramhope, you will have chances to perform in assembly and to other classes, as well as in school concerts. Being prepared and practising at home makes it much easier to get up and play for an audience 
Promotes happiness in your life and those around you. Playing a musical instrument is really good fun.  Not only is it great to play music that you enjoy, but it also feels wonderful to hear an audience applaud you and to know that you have made them happy too.



Frequently Asked Questions


When is the best time to start learning an instrument?
We suggest that children wait until they are in KS2 (anytime between Y3 and Y6) before learning an instrument. By this point they are more likely to have the coordination, patience and discipline needed to practice regularly. 

Which music lessons are available at school?
· Flute
· Oboe
· Guitar
· Violin
· Cello
· Drums
· Singing
· Keyboard

When do instrumental lessons take place?
Tutors work on different days of the week. Lessons last half an hour and whenever possible, we aim for them to take place after lunch, so they do not impact on English and Maths lessons. 

How much does it cost to have lessons?
Lessons must be paid for in advance and cost £65-75 for a term (10 weeks) If you would like your child to learn a musical instrument but are worried about the cost, please speak with one of our admin team. Parents often receive financial support from Bramhope Youth Endowment Trust or alternatively we may be able to utilise other funds such as pupil premium.

Do I need to buy my child an instrument?
The school owns several instruments but is not able to provide an instrument for every child. If an instrument is available, we are happy to lend it to your child for a period of up to 12 months. From this point, parents will need to purchase a new or second-hand instrument, or hire an instrument from suppliers such as windinstruments or band supplies. If your child has outgrown an instrument or you have an old, second hand one you wish to sell, please inform our admin team. Please also remember that instruments make great Christmas and Birthday presents!

What if I lose or break a school instrument?
Before your child starts music lessons, we will ask you to sign an indemnity form. This enables you to borrow a school instrument for up to 12 months. Please note in the case of loss or damage, a payment will be requested, to cover the value of the instrument.



How much should my children practice?
It is best to practise frequently for shorter sessions. Children should practise at least four times each week with the length of the session depending on the age of the child. Remember to praise your child for their commitment and effort more than their achievements. 

Will my child be working towards a grade?
Most tutors will encourage your child to start working towards a grade as soon as they are confident that they are ready for the challenge. Music exams take place within the school day and absence is always authorised.

Will my child have an opportunity to perform?
· At the start and end of KS2 assembly, as children enter and leave the hall. 
· Termly, in class-to-class performances
· Christmas concert for parents

How will I hear about my child’s progress?
Music tutors provide a full written report at the end of summer term for every pupil who has had lessons throughout the year. In addition to this, tutors can provide informal progress reports for pupils, which include strengths, weaknesses, and advice for practice. Parents who would like informal progress reports should contact our admin team in the first instance. admin@bramhopeprimaryschool.co.uk

What should I do if I have a concern about my child’s one-to-one music lesson?
Contact our admin team. They will arrange a conversation between you and the relevant staff member at Roundhay Music or Prince Henry’s Grammar School

What do I do if I would like my child to start learning a musical instrument? 
Talk to your child and discuss the implications of starting. Make sure they know about the instrument you would like them to learn (How do you hold it? What does it sound like?) and ensure they are keen to learn too!
Once you are sure they would like to start and are committed to practising, speak to our admin team who will check lesson availability.

