
Bramhope Primary School proposed expansion
 Question and Answer document

Why are more school places required in Bramhope?
Local Demographic Data
The number of 0-5 year old children living in Bramhope is growing, largely linked to new housing currently under construction in the village. Table 1 below demonstrates this increase by showing the number of children born between 2015 and 2019 (NHS data) who live within the catchment area of Bramhope Primary School, and the actual (2020) and predicted (2021 > 2024) growth in the size of these same cohorts when they are due to start primary school at age 5. The table shows that 27 children living within the catchment area of Bramhope Primary School were born in 2015, but, at the point these children were due to start primary school in 2020, this cohort had increased by 89% to 51. This is a consistent trend in the area and similar growth is expected in future years in addition to further housing generated growth arising from the development in Breary Lane East.  

Table 1: Bramhope Primary School Catchment Area Population Data 2020 > 2024
	Bramhope Primary School
	Published Admission Number 
	Births within Bramhope Primary School Catchment Area by year (2015 > 2019)
	vs.
	Actual (2020) and Predicted (2021>2024) number of children living within Bramhope Primary School Catchment Area by Year of entry into primary school

	
	
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024

	
	40
	27
	29
	35
	29
	29
	
	51*
	55
	66
	55
	55

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	* Actual figure for 2020 cohort (89% growth since initial births for this Reception year) 
	
	
	
	
	
	



Table 2 below shows the estimated pupil yield the new Miller Homes housing at Breary Lane East will generate incrementally as it is built out and is additional to the population data shown in table 1. 

	Table 2: Additional Housing Generated School Place Demand 

	Estimated additional number of primary pupil children from the Breary Lane East Housing Development (Miller Homes)
	Total dwellings 
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026

	Housing Yield (Based on first occupation rate estimate of 50 dwellings per year 
	330
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	30

	Primary School pupil yield approx. (Per school  year group)
	13
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1




An increase in pupil numbers will led to an increase in traffic/parking near the school. What would be done to mitigate this? 
Recent census information shows that the majority of children who attend Bramhope Primary School live within Bramhope village and are therefore likely to walk to school. Any future development would continue to support this trend and indeed promote sustainable methods of travel. As part of any planning application, the school’s ‘Travel Plan’ would be considered and a package of measures would be identified in order to mitigate the potential impact on the highway as a result of the development. Leeds City Council’s ‘Influencing Travel Behaviour Team’ would support these measures and seek to ensure safe routes to and from school by promoting walking, cycling and scooting. Progress on these matters would be monitored and support offered where appropriate.

How has the proposal come about and who decides on the outcome?
The proposal to expand Bramhope Primary School derived from the need for more school places, due to a population growth accelerated by housing development in the area. The local authority approached The Collaborative Learning Trust, of which Bramhope as an academy is now part of, to discuss the option of creating additional places at the school and work in partnership to achieve this. The Trust is the proposer, guided by analysis carried out by the local authority, and the Trust would need to determine whether they want this to progress, and if so the local authority would seek approval from the Executive Board of the council, to use funding specifically for school place planning, to achieve this. 

Would the growth in pupil numbers at Bramhope require additional places in secondary schools?
It is likely that additional secondary school places will be required across the North West area of Leeds to help manage the growth in current population at primary schools as well any additional pupils brought about from housing developments. The local authority will be working closely with secondary schools to determine the options available to create additional places.

Would there be an effect on staffing, teaching and learning at Bramhope Primary School from the proposed expansion?
Bramhope Primary School was rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted at its last inspection is popular with local families. The Headteacher and trustees are confident that if the academy were to expand, existing high standards of teaching and learning could be maintained, resulting in improved outcomes for a greater number of local children. Operationally the school will staff as required to accommodate the increase in pupil numbers. 





Was the option of a new school considered?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Creating a new free school in the area is an option available to the local authority, however having two schools within Bramhope would likely create too many primary school places in the area for the estimated level of demand expected, and therefore could put one if not both schools at risk of being financially unsustainable.

The local authority preferred option at this stage is to expand Bramhope Primary School to provide 60 places per year, but having two schools in the area would potentially create up to 100 places per year. Should the proposal to expand Bramhope not proceed then the local authority will need to consider the free school option to ensure sufficient school places were available. 
