Down here, everyone lives on top of each oth:
Some animals take up residence in co:fal mo
as tall as houses. Others prefer hideouts
within the corals’ crevices. Ang
vibrant underwater worl
tiny animals no bigger

Coral polyps get their energy and
beautiful colours from ALGAE living /
inside the coral’s tissues. They work
together: the algae feed the polyp, and

~the polyp provides a home, one that it

 constructs a millimetre at a time.

=zrd coral is made when the polyps absorb calcium carbonate
~“mestone) from the water to build a skeleton. In one year, the
“owest growers can gain three millimetres, while the fastest shoot

125 no wonder some reefs are
millions of years in the making.



