
 

How did religion impact the everyday lives of people? 

 

Religion was very different for the ancient Egyptians and they worshipped a range of 

gods and goddesses (this is known as polytheism). They believed that the gods were 

representative of natural forces including the sun, moon, and river Nile. In addition, the 

gods had both human and animal features.  

 

The worship of the gods and goddesses was part of everyday life. People interpreted 

everything as an act of the gods and, because they believed in life after death, the 

gods would judge them so had to be obeyed. 

 

There were lots of temples in Egypt, which really reinforces the importance of religion. 

Whole cities of temples arose and these complexes were of real significance.  

 

The priests were acting on behalf of the Pharaoh, who implemented the will of the 

gods on Earth. He was a ‘living god’ and was often seen face to face with gods.   

Original source: https://www.allabouthistory.org/everyday-life-in-ancient-egypt-faq.htm  
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