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What is phonics?

Words consist of...

Sounds

Graphemes

Graphemes are the individual letters or the groups of letters that make up 
the sounds.



English alphabetic code

• 44 sounds

• 26 letters

• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

Which adds up to the English alphabetic code 
being one of the most complex alphabetic codes in 
the world!



The sounds your child will learn in Reception: Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2

First, we teach children to read 
one way of reading and 
spelling the sounds. These 
sounds are closely matched to 
the books they will bring 
home.
We never ask children to read 
books containing sounds they 
don't know. Children will then 
bring home books containing 
the sounds they have been 
taught. This builds confidence.
Your child will also never bring 
home a book they have not 
practiced in school already.

In Year 1, they will move on to 
Set 3, which teaches 
alternative ways of reading 
and spelling each sound.



Helping at home...How to say the sounds

Saying the sounds correctly is incredibly important to supporting 
your child in making swift progress through their phonics journey.

I'll hand over to the lovely Sylvie, who will give you a crash course in 
saying the sounds correctly.

Parent Video: How to say the sounds
How to say the sounds

http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/ruJmqLuO/Ymma6P5t


Read Write Inc. Phonics daily lessons consist of...
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te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Pin it  on

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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My dog Ned

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Scruf fy Ted

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k
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 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 

learning Speed Sounds  

Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r
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St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on
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A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23

Learning new sounds and 
revisiting previously taught 
sounds
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Practicing reading words 
containing sounds to boost using 
phonics as a strategy, to work 
towards reading at a glance.

Reading their core storybook with 
focused feedback from their teacher to 
support swift progress and boost 
confidence.

Protected storytime sessions to share high quality 
stories that immerse and inspire.



How we do it: Progress groups

• We group children by their current challenge point.
• Teach to the group’s challenge level.
• Teaching is delivered by a trained member of staff.
• Re-assess all children every 6 weeks.
• If a child has been assessed at the same level, we will look at the gaps 

or area of the assessment that your child found tricky (for example 
speedy reading or gaps in sound knowledge) focus on those more 
intensively, and reassess in 2-3 weeks.

• If necessary, additional fast track tutoring or 'pinny time' will be put in 
place to bridge any gaps quickly.



Assessment

• These will be completed 6 weekly by your 
child's class teacher.



One-to-one tutoring – ‘keep up, not catch up!’



Fred Talk routine – oral blending

1. Say the word in sounds e.g. c-a-t.

2. Ask the child to repeat.

Give them time to ‘jump-in’ with the whole word.

3. Say the word in sounds followed by the whole word e.g. c-a-
t, cat.

4. Ask the child to repeat.



Meet Fred

Reading with Fred Talk:



Fred talk throughout the day – ways to support oral blending before 
children begin to read words:

Shall we have some

What would you like to

Let’s put on your

l-u-n-ch ?

p-l-ay ?

c -oa-t.



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’ - more than one letter makes one sound

Remember... Spot the special friends...Fred Talk...Read the word!



Spelling using Fred Fingers: Pinch your sounds!

Let's take the 
word:

spray



Red Words – words that we can't use phonics to decode.

You can't Fred a red!



What reading books will my child bring home?

Three reads:
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 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on
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 5 Pick it up
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 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
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 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 
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What books will my child bring home at Bramhope?

+ +



The reception reading journey:

• In the early days, staff will send home cards with single sounds on for 
children to practice, alongside links to the virtual classroom to support 
recognition.

• They will then send home sound blending books when children are able to 
Fred Talk and blend words containing single letter set 1 sounds.

• When a child reaches 'Ditty' group, children will bring home a ditty sheet 
containing sounds they know, short captions and simple sentences to 
expand their word reading skills into reading sentences. This has been 
practiced in their phonics lesson.

• Ditty then leads to red reading books, and children then bring home one of 
these and a book bag book, as per previous slide.
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 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28

2

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c
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web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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My dog Ned

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54



In order for us to closely monitor your child's reading progress, please comment in your 
child's reading diary each time they have read at home. If there is no comment, we 
won't be able to change their books.

• Ask your child to read the sounds and words before they read the story. They will enjoy 
teaching you to read these words too.​

• When your child reads the story, encourage them to read the word in Fred Talk if they 
hesitate or read it incorrectly. Praise them when they succeed.

• Read back each sentence or page to keep the plot moving - your child’s energy is going into 
reading the words not the story.

Three things not to do

• Don’t read the story to them first.
• Don’t ask your child to guess a word by looking the pictures.
• And, importantly, please try not to become irritable if your child ever struggles! Keep 

smiling!

Listening to your child read: Please do...



Immersing ourselves in a great book:
Daily Story Times and Library Visits

• Each day, your child will hear stories specially selected and read to 
them by their teacher.

• Children have access to a rich and broad range of high-quality books in 
the reading area, that they can access as and when they wish to during 
continuous provision time.

• Each week, children will visit our school library, where they will be 
supported by staff to choose an age/stage appropriate book to bring 
home and share with you. This book is designed to be read to them by 
an adult or significant other of their choosing.

• We use 'Talk Through Stories', a RWI collection of beautiful books that 
we share to support broadening children's vocabulary.



Immersing ourselves in a great 
book: Recommended Reads

Pie Corbett's Reading Spine

It is, after all, the reason why we teach them to read.
We want children to immerse themselves in a different world with 
characters that almost become friends and settings that begin to 
feel familiar.



How can I support at home?

1. Use pure sounds rather than letter names.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/units/56

1. Use Fred Talk to help your child to read and spell 
words.

2. Listen to your child read their Storybook every day.

3. Share stories your child every day – please feel free 
to read a rich and varied range of genres and text 
types with your child to foster a life-long love of 
reading.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/units/56


Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)

Watch the videos designed to support you to 
support your child. 



End of year expectations:

Rec​ Year 1​ Year 2​



Key information: Links

Here are some links you can follow to find out about each aspect of RWI reading in a bit more detail.

The links will remain valid until February 2025.
I've also added a handout with QR codes for you to scan.

Understanding Phonics:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/VehZ9tsg/qGqNrcid

How to say the sounds:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/dfJzwB3R/0gxKOaLE

Listening to your child read:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/9pjc2RNJ/YGxw49EY

10 Things to think about when you read to your child:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/HIqKs7Ys/wDzmrAL6

Reading the stretchy sounds:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/8B4inunN/w2hUqBzF

Reading the bouncy sounds:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/IYR7RPw4/3aiU7dPb

Sound Blending:
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/IYR7RPw4/3aiU7dPb

Reading the digraphs (special friends – more than one letter that make up one sound):
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/l3WxnIAi/g9ApQcSO

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/VehZ9tsg/qGqNrcid
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/dfJzwB3R/0gxKOaLE
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/9pjc2RNJ/YGxw49EY
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/HIqKs7Ys/wDzmrAL6
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/IYR7RPw4/3aiU7dPb
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/IYR7RPw4/3aiU7dPb
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/l3WxnIAi/g9ApQcSO

